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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Important information relating to Buckhurst Hill Baptist Church Pre- School 
 
It is with sadness that we write to inform you that BHBC Pre- School will be 
closing with effect from 31st July 2022. We will fully discharge all our obligations 
to you and your children up to the end of summer term on 19th July, but we will 
not reopen in September. 
 
Doubtless this news will come as a surprise, perhaps even a shock, and it may 
cause you stress and inconvenience, for which we apologise. We trust that both 
prospective parents of new children in September, plus those of children who 
would normally roll over into their second year with us, will have time to secure 
alternative care with other providers in the area.  
 
You will understandably be wondering why we have arrived at this decision. We 
are now most of the way through our third very difficult year from the finance 
point of view. We sustained losses in both 2019/20 and 2020/21 financial years, 
depleting our reserves to continue to pay staff and other expenses during the 
pandemic and to cover loss of income and reduced child numbers. Staff have 
made sacrifices in terms of sessions worked and pay rates during the current 
2021/22 year, but even with these reductions in costs, an increase in fees and the 
introduction of the lunch club we will struggle to break even this year. We also 
have a significant further reduction in child numbers for September 2022, which 
means we cannot trade forwards into the new school year with any confidence 
that we will fully cover our costs during the year. Early indications of child 
numbers for 2023/24 are not encouraging. 
 
As Trustees, we felt it preferable to cease operations at the end of the summer 
term this year rather than risk a more disruptive closure part way through next 
school year. We also need to allow a good exit for our loyal staff, most of whom 
as you know have been with us for many years. We gratefully acknowledge their 
dedication and contribution to the work of the Pre- School. 
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It has been an honour, pleasure and privilege for the Trustees and staff to serve 
your children, yourselves and families in this community for 30 years, with some 
of our earliest children now sending their own to us. We find ourselves in a very 
emotional place, with much regret but strengthened by the thought that the level 
of care and education provided to children over the years has been outstanding, 
delivered with love and creativity, enhancing community relations and displaying 
a Christian ethos. 
 
We thank you for your support of the Pre- School over the years. John Hunter 
(Chair of Trustees) and Tony King (Treasurer) are available respectively on 
bhbcpreschooljohnh@gmail.com and bhbcpreschooltony@gmail.com to discuss 
the matter further should you so wish, or you may prefer to channel any 
comments through June Sainsbury and the staff. In addition, we have been in 
touch with Essex County Council who have made the following statement: 
 
Buckhurst Hill Baptist Church Pre-School have worked with Early Years, Essex 
County Council, to try to find solutions that would have enabled them to remain 
sustainable and able to continue to provide the outstanding childcare for local 
families.  Unfortunately this has not been possible and now the Pre-school have 
taken the hard decision to close, it will be important for families to understand 
how they can access other childcare.  This link will take you to the Family 
Information Service,  https://www.essex.gov.uk/find-a-childcare-provider/find-
childcare  Alternatively, parents can  email Early.Years@essex.gov.uk and a 
member of the Early Years team will be able to assist. 
  
Essex Early Years and Childcare would like to pass on their thanks for all the 
work carried out by the staff and the trustees and to wish them every success for 
the future. 
 
Best wishes Gill Holland 
Children’s Community Development Lead, West Essex, Essex County Council. 

 
 
With thanks for your understanding and with best wishes for the future 
 
 
 
The Trustees of Buckhurst Hill Baptist Church Pre- School  
 
 
John Hunter  Tony King  Simone Panayi  Carole Palmer 
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